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reparations. By the end of 1923 only 100,000,000 marks in gold currency
were left in Germany, which before the war had possessed over
4,000,000,000.
According to one estimate, the belligerent states of Europe lost
about one-third of the stock of gold that they possessed before the
conflict, while the United States and the European neutrals doubled
their gold reserves. During its civil war, Russia lost the greater part
of its gold holdings.
In the interests of international trade, America re-established
European credit by means of the Dawes Plan, and by the end of 1928 the
aggregate European gold holdings were for the first time since the war
larger than those of die United States. Notwithstanding this, the gold
holdings of the United States in 1937 were about five times as great as
those of France.
LARGEST NUGGET OF GOLD IS IN ENGLAND
The largest nugget of gold ever discovered was found in Victoria,
Australia. It is the " Welcome Stranger," brought to light in 1869. It
weighs 2,520 ounces and is now in England. The "Welcome"
nugget weighs 2,217 ounces. A nugget discovered in Larkinville,
Western Australia, weighs 1,136 ounces, and a slab of gold was once
found which turned the scales at 630 pounds.
TREASURE THAT HAS DISAPPEARED
WHERE are now the treasures of Croesus, of Solomon, of Cyrus, and
of Sesostris? Where are the hoards of the Nibelungs, the treasures
of Attila, and those of which Nadir Shah despoiled the Great Mogul of
India? Where are now the tons of gold that for thousands of years
have been washed out of rivers and dug out of mines in all parts of the
world?
A huge quantity of treasure has been buried and forgotten. The
value of the Charon coins, which the Greeks and Romans were wont to
place in the mouths of their dead to pay the fee of the fabulous ferryman
who piloted the souls across the murky Styx to the land of the shades^
reckoning the period up to A.D. 300, is computed at about ^100,000. The
custom is still prevalent among the Chinese.
BURIED   TREASURE   OF   THE   INCAS   OF   PERU
In 1935 an American investigator instituted systematic excavations
at Visby, the chief town of the Baltic island of Gotdand. He followed
the precedent established in an attempt to salve the treasure of the Incas,
Visby, from A,I>. 1250 to 1299, was one of the centres of the powerful
Hanseatic League, and to its harbour were brought coundess treasures
from all parts of the Old World. As many as 5,000 Roman gold coins
were found.
In order to discover the treasures of the Inca kings, the sacred Wee
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